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Cuban Restrictions Fog 


by A1 Burt 

Chicago Daily News Service 

HAVANA, Oct. 26— The Cu- 
ban exodus has taken on the 
aura of a plebiscite in the 
minds of the people here, but 
there will be no clear an- 
swers. 

Any positive result has been 


fogged by restrictions the Cu- 
ban government has placed on 
the outflow of refugees and 
by restrictions the United 
States Government has placed 
on .the inflow. 

When Prime Minister Cas- 
tro first announced that Cu- 
bans could leave the country 


through the port of Camarioca 
if their relatives claimed 
them, it appeared simply a 
move to rid the country of un- 
productive and dissident ele- 
ments. Officials here have 
called it a “confirmation” of 
previous policy. 

On the morning after the 


speech of Sept. 28, cable of- 
fices were swamped with Cu- 
bans trying to contact rela- 
tives in the United States. 
There have been lines outside 
the offices every day since,! 
and cable representatives! 
have said they are maintain- 
ing maximum traffic. It is es- ! 
timated hundreds of thou- 
sands of messages have been 
sent. 


II 


4 Plebiscite 9 Results 


of draft age keeps some fami- 
lies here who will not leave 
without their sons. 

In a recent speech, Castro 
i said he feared the young Cu- 
bans might be sent back to 
Cuba among what he called 
“mercenary bands” and then 
they would have to be shot 
Rather than permit that, he 
said, they sould remain here 
for their obligatory military 
service. 

Many here feel the move to- 
ward exodus is gaining 
momentum, rather than losing 
it, but they point out a num- 
ber of factors may change 
this. 


One is the reception the 
Refugees receive in Florida 
a|id what the people here are 
f)le to learn of it. There al- 
ady are a number of stories 
■culating that the treatment 
ing given at Camarioca is 
ore friendly than that re- 
ceived by those arriving in 
t|e United States. 

^Other reports dampening 
enthusiasm are that the Unit- 
ed States may try to spread 
the refugees throughout Latin 
America. There also are ru- 
mors about the hardship in 
finding work and adjusting to 
life in the United States. 


Long Lines Form 

Telephone calls to the Unit- 
ed States must be scheduled 
weeks ahead. 

Each morning, long lines 
curl around the Ministry of 
Justice, where Cubans apply 
for birth certificates and oth- 
er documents necessary for 
passports. At the end of the 
day, some are still waiting. 

Observers here estimate 
anywhere from 100,000 to 1.5 
million would leave if the 
doors were truly thrown wide 
open, but they admit these 1 
are merely guesses. Partisans j 
of the government say these 
figures are too high. 

The doors are not wide 
open. Those being allowed to! 
leave are predominantly thei 
very old^ the very young and 
those without technical skills 
or special knowledge. 

The exclusion of young men, 


